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services, his party would slash migra-
tion to somewhere between 5000
and 15,000 a year, he said on TV3'’s
The Nation.

For a country with such along
history as a migration destination, it
is astonishing just how quickly new
migration can be portrayed as nega-
tive or even a threat. As the Treasury
papers show; it is neither.

On the contrary, the projected
uplift in migration figures comes just
at the right time for the New Zealand
economy and it provides ample
economic opportunities. There are
two caveats, however: New Zealand
needs to attract the migrants it needs
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speaking, we need all hands on deck.

Yes, the population number will
rise (as will the labour force) but the
total number of people in employ-
ment rises even faster. This means
the unemployment rate is forecast to
go down to just 4.4% by 2018, even
despite a slight increase in the labour
market participation rate from 67.9%
last year to 69.0%.

To put it simply, there is no short-
age of jobs for new migrants. They
are entering a labour market, which
is edging toward full employment,
with labour shortages reported in
parts of the country and across many
industries.
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age already. It is a housing crisis that
desperately needs tackling — with or
without new migrants. We only have
ourselves to blame for this housing
shortage, not new migrants.

The number of new houses built
dropped from a record 34,400 in
1974 to a little over 15,000 today. This
number is woefully low. On such a
poor level of house building, we will
not be able to replace derelict hous-
ing stock, accommodate the trend
toward smaller households in an age-
ing society and deal with a growing
population — keeping in mind that
57% of this growth is natural.

To be absolutely clear: New Zea-

vul ldlgudgle, 1especL uul ldws dliu
become part of the community.

I'say all this as a migrant myself
—and as a father of a Kiwi son who
cares about this country and wants
to make it better. I was once part of
New Zealand's net migration statistic.

Maybe I pushed up house prices
at the margin when I arrived. ButI
am doing my best to make this coun-
try a better place. Even if it means
defending the positive impacts of
migration against populist responses
in an election year.
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